
Worship of God in Christ 
May 7, 2023 

 

 
Sower of Seeds" by Anneli Anderson  



5th Sunday of Easter  

Marking of the Hour Barbara Moore 
   We mark the hour, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the   
            voice of Christ, and centering us in the embrace of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Opening Words               Rev. Val Fisk 
 
Prelude – “God Who Made the Earth and Heaven” (arr. Cherwein)  
                     Barbara Moore 
 
Lighting the Candles 
  We light these candles to welcome the Spirit, for they represent how Jesus  
                            is the  Light of the world which guides us through life.  
Opening the Bible 

We open the Bible to remind us that God speaks to us  
through the Holy Word.  

Call to Worship             Anna Linehan 
   One:   God made a wonderful world. 
Many:   It’s so easy to take it for granted. 
   One:   Today, we will pause and give thanks for all that is good. 
Many:   We will praise God for the mountains and rivers and creatures that  

             roam the earth. 
   One:   Today, we will give thanks for truth, beauty, and goodness. 
Many:   We thank God for loving us and for the chance to love one another.    
  One:   This is the day the Lord has made. 
Many:   We will rejoice and be glad in it.    
 
“Hymn – “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”  

*Invocation & Greeting                 Will Cooke 
Please take a moment to sign and pass the red booklets found in each row  

so that we have a record of your presence with us today. 

Children’s Sermon                    Susan Hellings 

Mission Moment - Wonderful World Testimony                               Debby Johnson 
 



*Hymn - “Worthy of Worship” 
 

Blessing of Graduates (see insert)         Rev. Fisk 
 

Old Testament Lesson – Psalm 139:7-12                 Anna Beamer 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 

Morning Prayer and Blessing            Tommy Deal 
The ministries of University Baptist Church are made possible  

by your financial support.  Offering boxes are located at the rear  
of the sanctuary, and electronic giving is available  

on our Facebook page and at universitybaptist.org/give. 
 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 13:1-9        Daniel Harper 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God! 
 
Anthem – “Even When He is Silent (Arnesen)            Sanctuary Choir 
                                        
Sermon – “Even Then, God Was There”      Rev. Braxton Kemp 
 
Meditation - “What a Wonderful World”              Barbara Moore 

 
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper            Rev. Fisk & Rev. Kemp 

 
Invitation                                              Rev. Fisk 

    If you are interested in joining University Baptist Church or speaking   
with a minister, please come forward as we sing our final hymn. 

 
*Hymn – “Softly and Tenderly” v.1&4 
 
*Benediction                    Rev. Kemp 
 
*Postlude – “Let the Whole Creation Cry, Alleluia!” (arr. Manz)  
                     Barbara Moore 
 
* Please rise as you are able, in body or spirit. 







 
Blessing of Graduates 

Leader: We stand in awe and humility, O God our Creator, 
People: Of the good gifts that you have shared with us through these graduates. 
Leader: You have instilled in them an insatiable curiosity about your world, your people, 
and your earth. 
People: This curiosity, this thirst for truth, has led them here to this place, 
Leader: And we are so grateful for the privilege to hold them close 

People: As they grew, struggled, discovered, and flourished. 

Leader: And now, as they go from here, 
We ask that you would graciously continue to fill them 

People: With a deep and abiding knowledge of your love for them. 
Leader: And we, who remain here, ask that you would fill us 

People: With a deep and abiding love to continue loving them in their transitions. 

Leader: [Read graduate name(s)], and those who are not present with us today, 
People: As you move into your next chapter, know that we hold you in our hearts, 
and that you carry this community with you. 

Leader: We commission you, through the Spirit and love of God, 
People: To tend to the world and help set it right once again. 
Leader: May you have an open heart to feel the world’s pain, 
People: And courage enough not to be overwhelmed by its suffering. 
Leader: May you pour out love to every person you encounter, 
People: Seeing the Image of the Divine that sparks within each human. 

Leader: We commission you, through the Spirit and love of God, 
People: To add beauty in this world. 
Leader: May you be filled with imagination 

People: So that you can see the hope of resurrection and let it shine through you. 
Leader: May you live your life with an awareness that real life is happening to you right 
now, 
People: And that life does not begin at some later milestone. 

Leader: We commission you to go forth from this place 

People: As the light of the world and the salt of the earth. 
Leader: You have formed us, and we are a better community because of your presence. 
ALL: As God sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples at Pentecost, God sends the Spirit with 
you to empower you, to strengthen your faith, and to comfort you in all that will come. 
Amen. 
 







WELCOME TO UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We are blessed by your presence 
with us, and we trust that this hour will help to deepen your spiritual life.  We 
look forward to meeting you personally at the close of the service. 

ABOUT US: University Baptist Church is a vibrant community of faith, bring-
ing together university students and area residents in worship, study, and 
service to our community. We seek to be an authentic community of Chris-
tians who love and care for each other as a family, and openly welcome and 
include all people regardless of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion, disability, or background.  We believe that all people have important 
gifts to share in God’s family, working together as the hands and feet of our 
good and loving God. Learn more at universitybaptist.org 
 

NEWSLETTER: If  you would like to stay updated on all the latest news and 
events at UBC, please call or email the church office at lin-
da@universitybaptist.org. 
 

ADDITIONAL PARKING: Additional parking is available at the 14th St. Garage. 
Just show them your bulletin when you leave. 
 

WORSHIP ONLINE: Visit universitybaptist.org/live to download our Sunday 
worship bulletin and find instructions for how to watch live services online or 
listen on the radio. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The text and music for our hymns and “Doxology” 
are reprinted by permission to University Baptist Church, Christian Copy-
right License No. 363447. 

 NEWSLETTER  GIVING OPPORTUNITIES  WEBSITE 

 

 

God has called University Baptist Church to minister to the University Community  
and to the residents of the Greater Charlottesville-Albemarle Community,  

serving as agents of Christ’s love and justice for those in need 
and offering a vital family of faith.  

1223 West Main Street, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903   (434) 293-5106  
https://universitybaptist.org 
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