Worship of God in Christ
December 24, 2021

“Madonna and Child” by Haitian artist Ismael Saincilus
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Christmas Eve
Marking of the Hour

Barbara Moore

We mark the hour, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the voice of Christ,
and centering us in the embrace of the Holy Spirit.

Choral Introit – “Once in Royal David’s City”
Prelude – “Once in Royal David’s City” (Hobby)

Sanctuary Choir
Barbara Moore

Lighting the Candles
We light these candles to welcome the Spirit, for they represent how Jesus is the
Light of the world which guides us through life.

Opening the Bible
We open the Bible to remind us that God speaks to us through the Holy Word.

Call to Worship
Will Cooke
Leader: An unmarried teenage girl was invited—
People: to carry Christ into this world.
Leader: An ordinary carpenter was invited—
People: to be a father to a child unlike any other.
Leader: The shepherds were invited—
People: outcast and isolated, included at the manger.
Leader: The Magi were invited—
People: foreigners and seekers, included at the manger.
Leader: And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were
invited—
People: then we can trust that we too are invited.
Leader: This story is for us.
People: This love is for us.
Leader: Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home.
People: Amen.
*Hymn – “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
*Invocation
Greeting
Lighting the Christ Candle
Gospel Lesson – Luke 2:1-7
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Rev. Will Brown
Rev. Brown
Karen and Gary Dalton
Jackie Lockwood
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*Hymn – “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Children’s Sermon

Erin Brown

Gospel Lesson – Luke 2:8-14
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Carter Groff

Solo – “O Holy Night”

George Martin

Evening Prayer

Rev. Val Fisk

Anthem – “The Shepherds’ Farewell” (Berlioz)
Sermon – “Glory to God”

Sanctuary Choir
Dr. Matthew Tennant

*Hymn – “Silent Night, Holy Night”
*Benediction
*Recessional – “Once in Royal David’s City” (arr. Peeters)

Dr. Tennant
Barbara Moore

*Hymn – “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”

* Please stand if you are able.
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WELCOME TO UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH
Thank you for joining us in worship today. We are blessed by your presence with us,
and we trust that this hour will help to deepen your spiritual life. We look forward
to meeting you personally at the close of the service.

ABOUT US: University Baptist Church is a vibrant community of faith, bringing
together university students and area residents in worship, study, and service to
our community. We seek to be an authentic community of Christians who love and
care for each other as a family, and openly welcome and include all people
regardless of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability, or
background. We believe that all people have important gifts to share in God’s
family, working together as the hands and feet of our good and loving God. Learn
more at universitybaptist.org

NEWSLETTER: If you would like to stay updated on all the latest news and events at
UBC, please text “THEWORD” to 22828 to receive our weekly newsletter. You can
also call or email the church office at office@universitybaptist.org

WORSHIP ONLINE: Visit universitybaptist.org/live to download our Sunday worship
bulletin and find instructions for how to watch live services online or listen on the
radio.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The text and music for “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” “O
Come, All Ye Faithful,” “Silent Night, Holy Night,” and “Joy to the World! The Lord Is
Come” are reprinted by permission to University Baptist Church, Christian
Copyright License No. 363447. Our Call to Worship and litany for lighting candles
are by Sarah (Are) Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org.

God has called University Baptist Church to minister to the University Community
and to the residents of the Greater Charlottesville-Albemarle Community,
serving as agents of Christ’s love and justice for those in need
and offering a vital family of faith.
1223 West Main Street, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 ⬩ (434) 293-5106
https://universitybaptist.org
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