Worship of God in Christ
May 1, 2022

4th Sunday of Easter
Marking of the Hour

Barbara Moore

We mark the hour, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the voice of Christ,
and centering us in the embrace of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Words

Rev. Will Brown

Prelude – “Song” (Mendelssohn)

Barbara Moore

Lighting the Candles
We light these candles to welcome the Spirit, for they represent how Jesus is the
Light of the world which guides us through life.

Opening the Bible
We open the Bible to remind us that God speaks to us through the Holy Word.

Call to Worship
Will Cooke
Leader: When we stumble and our faith falters, God’s faithfulness bears
us along.
People: When our spirits soar and our faith grows strong, God’s
faithfulness lifts us to new heights of devotion.
Leader: When our daily duties distract, and our visions grow fuzzy, God’s
faithfulness pierces the fog to beckon us.
People: God’s faithfulness endures forever! We lift our hearts in praise
to the One who is our God this day and forever more!
*Hymn – “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
*Invocation

Rev. Val Fisk

Greeting

Rev. Fisk
Please take a moment to pass and sign the red booklets found in each row
so that we have a record of your presence with us today.
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Mission Moment

Erin Brown

*Hymn – “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”
Children are invited to come to the front as we sing the final stanza of the hymn.

Children’s Sermon
Epistle Lesson – Romans 8:31-39
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
Anthem – “Mary Speaks” (music by Daniel Gawthrop)

Erin Brown
Tommy Deal

Sanctuary Choir

Text by Madeleine L'Engle
O you who bear the pain of the whole earth,
I bore you.
O you whose tears give human tears their worth,
I laughed with you.
You, who, when your hem is touched, give power,
I nourished you.
Who turn the day to night in this dark hour,
light comes from you.
O you who hold the world in your embrace,
I carried you.
Whose arms encircled the world with your grace,
I once held you.
O you who laughed and ate and walked the shore,
I played with you.
And I, who with all others, you died for,
now I hold you.
May I be faithful to this final test:
In this last time I hold my child, my son,
his body close enfolded to my breast,
the holder held: the bearer borne.
Mourning to joy: darkness to morn.
Open, my arms: your work is done.

Morning Prayer and Blessing

Rev. Brown

The ministries of University Baptist Church are made possible by your financial support.
Offering plates are located at the rear of the sanctuary, and electronic giving is available
on our Facebook page and at universitybaptist.org/give
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*Doxology

Lesson – Matthew 15:21-28
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Gospel
Mary Jo Hendricks

Sermon – “Too Legit to Quit”
Meditation

Kim Bunns
Barbara Moore

Invitation

Rev. Fisk
If you are interested in joining University Baptist Church or speaking
with a minister, please come forward as we sing our final hymn.

*Hymn – “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”
Blessing of Graduates (see insert)

Rev. Fisk

Benediction

Rev. Fisk

*Postlude - “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” (arr. Hustad)
Moore

Barbara

* Please stand if you are able.
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Blessing of Graduates
Leader: We stand in awe and humility, O God our Creator,
People: Of the good gifts that you have shared with us through these graduates.
Leader: You have instilled in them an insatiable curiosity about your world, your
people, and your earth.
People: This curiosity, this thirst for truth, has led them here to this place,
Leader: And we are so grateful for the privilege to hold them close
People: As they grew, struggled, discovered, and flourished.
Leader: And now, as they go from here,
We ask that you would graciously continue to fill them
People: With a deep and abiding knowledge of your love for them.
Leader: And we, who remain here, ask that you would fill us
People: With a deep and abiding love to continue loving them in their transitions.
Leader: [Read graduate name(s)], and those who are not present with us today,
People: As you move into your next chapter, know that we hold you in our hearts,
and that you carry this community with you.
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

We commission you, through the Spirit and love of God,
To tend to the world and help set it right once again.
May you have an open heart to feel the world’s pain,
And courage enough to not be overwhelmed by its suffering.
May you pour out love to every person you encounter,
Seeing the Image of the Divine that sparks within each human.

Leader: We commission you, through the Spirit and love of God,
People: To add beauty in this world.
Leader: May you be filled with imagination
People: So that you can see the hope of resurrection and let it shine through you.
Leader: May you live your life with an awareness that real life is happening to you
right now,
People: And that life does not begin at some later milestone.
Leader: We commission you to go forth from this place
People: As the light of the world and the salt of the earth.
Leader: You have formed us and we are a better community because of your
presence.
ALL: As God sent the Holy Spirit to the disciples at Pentecost, God sends the
Spirit with you to empower you, to strengthen your faith, and to comfort
you in all that will come. Amen.
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WELCOME TO UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH
Thank you for joining us in worship today. We are blessed by your presence
with us, and we trust that this hour will help to deepen your spiritual life. We
look forward to meeting you personally at the close of the service.

ABOUT US: University Baptist Church is a vibrant community of faith,

bringing together university students and area residents in worship, study,
and service to our community. We seek to be an authentic community of
Christians who love and care for each other as a family, and openly welcome
and include all people regardless of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, disability, or background. We believe that all people have
important gifts to share in God’s family, working together as the hands and
feet of our good and loving God. Learn more at universitybaptist.org

NEWSLETTER: If you would like to stay updated on all the latest news and
events at UBC, please text “THEWORD” to 22828 to receive our weekly
newsletter. You can also call or email the church office at
office@universitybapitst.org

WORSHIP ONLINE: Visit universitybaptist.org/live to download our Sunday

worship bulletin and find instructions for how to watch live services online or
listen on the radio.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The text and music for “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”,

“Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”, “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”, and
“Doxology” are reprinted by permission to University Baptist Church,
Christian Copyright License No. 363447. The Call to Worship is by Peggy
McClanahan in Flames of the Spirit.

FLOWERS: The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God
and in the memory of my mother, Frances C. Southall, by Jen May.

God has called University Baptist Church to minister to the University Community
and to the residents of the Greater Charlottesville-Albemarle Community,
serving as agents of Christ’s love and justice for those in need
and offering a vital family of faith.
1223 West Main Street, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 ⬩ (434) 293-5106
https://universitybaptist.org
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