
Worship of God in Christ
January 8, 2023

“John Baptizes Jesus" (1973) by the Jesus Mafa Project”



Baptism of the Lord
Marking of the Hour Barbara Moore

We mark the hour, awakening us to the presence of God, alerting us to the voice of Christ,
and centering us in the embrace of the Holy Spirit.

Opening Words Will Cooke

Prelude – “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” (arr. Jordan) Barbara Moore

Lighting the Candles
We light these candles to welcome the Spirit, for they represent how Jesus is the

Light of the world which guides us through life.

Opening the Bible
We open the Bible to remind us that God speaks to us through the Holy Word.

Call to Worship Ingrid Flaherty

Leader: The heavens open. The Spirit descends.
People: Jesus emerges from the water.
Leader: And a voice echoes through the blue expanse.
People: “This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased.”
Leader: Jesus is named. Claimed.
People: We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed.
Leader:   Can it be so? What a thing to be named. Claimed.

All:    Let us worship the one who names and claims us still.

*Hymn – “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove”

*Invocation Rev. Val Fisk

Greeting Rev. Fisk
Please take a moment to sign and pass the red booklets found in each row

so that we have a record of your presence with us today.

Children’s Sermon Sheri Owen

Celebration of Baptism – Mike Santana
Leader:    Members and friends in Christ, we gather now to celebrate the

gift of grace in the sacrament of baptism.
People:    There is one body and one Spirit.
Leader:     There is one hope in God’s call to us.
People:    There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and

Creator of us all.
Leader:      Jesus came to John to be baptized by him. But John tried to

make him change his mind. “I ought to be baptized by you,” John
said, “yet you have come to me!”



People: Jesus said, “Let it be so for now.  For in this way, we shall do all
that God requires.” So John agreed.

*Hymn - “Take Me to the Water”

Epistle Lesson - Acts 10:34-43 Linda Boston
Leader:   The Word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God.

Morning Prayer and Blessing Rev. Fisk
The ministries of University Baptist Church are made possible by your financial support.
Offering boxes are located at the rear of the sanctuary, and electronic giving is available

on our Facebook page and at universitybaptist.org/give

*Doxology

Gospel Lesson - Matthew 3:13-17 Carolyn Lowry
Leader:   The Word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God.

Anthem – “God So Loved the World” (Stainer) Barbara Moore

Sermon – “Something Strange Beneath the Water” Dr. Matthew Tennant

Meditation Barbara Moore

Invitation Dr. Tennant
If you are interested in joining University Baptist Church or speaking

with a minister, please come forward as we sing our final hymn.

*Hymn – “Baptized in Water”

*Benediction Dr. Tennant

*Postlude – “The Old Year Has Passed Away; We Thank Thee, God, for
Keeping Us Through the Year”(J.S. Bach) Barbara Moore

* Please rise as you are able, in body or spirit.











WELCOME TO UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Thank you for joining us in worship today. We are blessed by your presence
with us, and we trust that this hour will help to deepen your spiritual life.  We
look forward to meeting you personally at the close of the service.

ABOUT US: University Baptist Church is a vibrant community of faith,
bringing together university students and area residents in worship, study,
and service to our community. We seek to be an authentic community of
Christians who love and care for each other as a family, and openly welcome
and include all people regardless of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, disability, or background.  We believe that all people have
important gifts to share in God’s family, working together as the hands and
feet of our good and loving God. Learn more at universitybaptist.org

NEWSLETTER: If you would like to stay updated on all the latest news and
events at UBC, please call or email the church office at
linda@universitybaptist.org.

WORSHIP ONLINE: Visit universitybaptist.org/live to download our Sunday
worship bulletin and find instructions for how to watch live services online or
listen on the radio.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: The text and music for our hymns and “Doxology” are
reprinted by permission to University Baptist Church, Christian Copyright
License No. 363447.

ABOUT THE BULLETIN ARTWORK TODAY: Jesus Mafa is a response to the New
Testament readings from the Lectionary by a Christian community in
Cameroon, Africa. Each of the readings was selected and adapted to dramatic
interpretation by the community members. Photographs of their
interpretations were made, and these were then transcribed to paintings.

God has called University Baptist Church to minister to the University Community
and to the residents of the Greater Charlottesville-Albemarle Community,

serving as agents of Christ’s love and justice for those in need
and offering a vital family of faith.

1223 West Main Street, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 ⬩ (434) 293-5106
https://universitybaptist.org


